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Anton Rubinstein (1829 - 1894), Russian of German-Jewish 
extraction, was a virtuoso pianist - the only rival Liszt ever had - 
composer, conductor and teacher. He founded the St. Petersburg 
Conservatory where he taught Tschaikovsky. Of his prolific output, 
which included ten string quartets, only the Melody in F achieved 
lasting popularity. As a teenager he spent two years in Leipzig where 
he saw much of Mendelssohn, and this quartet written in 1852 
clearly shows the Mendelssohn infiuence. 
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